The Pine River Canoe Trail

The Pine River is a gentle stream, with some
sections of swift water, passing through flood
plain forests and open farmlands. Paddling is
easiest in the spring and fall when higher water
makes the stream more navigable. Some
portages due to fallen trees are likely.

Provisions may be purchased at three places, all
within walking distance: Riverdale Tavern is near
the Chippewa Watershed Conservancy’s Stearns
Preserve; EIm Hall’s The Store is 1/4 mile east of
Van Buren Road bridge; and Sumner’s Wilson's
Grocery is 1/4 mile east of the first W. St. Charles
Road bridge.

Lumberjack Park is an actual lumberjack camp
from the 1800's, but is now a privately owned
park, open to the public. Paddling from the put-in
on Madison Road to Alma takes about two days.

Located at the north end of Riverdale, the Fred
Meijer Heartland Trail offers biking and hiking
opportunities with a paved parking area on the
east side of Lumberjack Road/ Main Street. On the
other side of the street is a small picnic pavilion.

Please Use the River Wisely

Leave No Trace

Glass, Styrofoam, fishing line, and other trash pose
hazards to wildlife and other users of the watershed.
When paddling, tie loose items into the boat or tubes to
keep gear and trash from floating away. Join or organize
ariver clean-up day.

A Respect Private Property

Much of the land within the watershed is privately held.
Unless an area is designated for public use, keep
paddling.

Enjoy and Respect Wildlife

The watershed sustains abundant wildlife. Take time to
notice its variety and keep all wildlife at a respectful
distance. Look up - you may see an eagle or osprey.

Value Vegetation

The many plants, grasses, mosses, trees and shrubs of the

watershed serve the entire ecosystem in many ways.
Tread lightly; avoid picking plants and flowers, and use
stairs and trails to prevent erosion.

E3 Think Safety

Wear a personal flotation device when on the water.
Avoid parking on busy roads with narrow shoulders.
Tell someone of your paddling plans and when you
expect to return. Call 911 if you or someone else is in
need of emergency assistance.

Elm Hall possesses the smallest Post Office in the
nation. It is located on Lumberjack road three
blocks east and one block north of the Van Buren
Road bridge.

Sumner Centennial Park, located just before the
W. St. Charles bridge on the left side of the river,
was established in 1968 in celebration of Sumner's
centennial. The river turns north downstream of
Sumner. This curve indicates the southernmost
point of the last glacier.

Pine River Park is the final access site above the
dam in Alma on the trail. The park was established
in the 1930's by the Gratiot County Conservation
League, and is maintained by the City of Alma.
Containing picnic facilities and a nature trail,

this park is located two blocks south of downtown,

where one can find a variety of dining and
shopping opportunities.

3-E3-E4l- £l A Multi-Use Waterway

Within a small portion of the watershed you may find
canoeists, kayakers, tubers, anglers in motorized boats,
and swimmers, as well as hikers, anglers and bird
watchers along its banks. Avoid paddling over fishing
lines, motoring too close to swimmers and smaller boats,
and frightening wildlife. Avoid loud and inappropriate
language. Respect everyone’s right to enjoy the
watershed.

£2 Preserve and Protect

Give back to the watershed. Consider joining a conser-
vancy and be a part of protecting in perpetuity the
resource you love. If you own land within the watershed
and want to see it preserved for generations to come,
consider donation options, or a conservation easement.
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The Pine River Map Project

With the help of a $2,000 grant from the Gratiot
County Community Foundation, the Friends of the
Pine River has updated a 1974 map of the Pine
River Canoe Trail in Gratiot County. The new map
gives paddlers accurate distances and times along

with current information on canoe launches, access

sites, parking and amenities. The map highlights
the river’s unique natural and cultural history as it

travels through northwestern Gratiot County to the

dam in Alma.
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Future projects include the development of addi-
tional canoe launches, expansion of the trail, inva-
sive species removal, riverbank stabilization and
additional promotional materials such as guide
books and interpretive signage along the river.
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