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Homestead Property Tax & Home Heating 
Credit Information 

 
 

 The Commission on Aging Staff and volunteers will provide 
assistance with the preparation of Homestead Property Tax and Home 
Heating Credits for residents of Gratiot County. Listed below are the  
qualifications for either credit as well as documentation requirements to 
prepare the forms. (The Commission on Aging does not complete feder-
al or state income  tax  returns, only property tax and home heating 
credits.) Please read through the information, review the schedule, and 
then contact the Commission on Aging at 989-875-5246 to schedule an 
appointment  at any one of the sites listed. APPOINTMENTS ARE 
REQUIRED. We look forward to assisting you with this process. 
 

Homestead Property Credit Qualifications: 

¶ Homeownerôs property taxes must be higher than 3.5% of the home-
ownerôs income 

¶ Renters, usually 20% of your rent is considered your share of prop-
erty tax 

 

Home Heating Credit Qualifications: 

¶ A person who owns a home or is a renter and has an income that is 
less than the income guidelines. (The State of Michigan does not 
give income guidelines to tax preparers until mid-January) 

 

Bring these verifications to your SCHEDULED 
Tax Credit Appointment 

 

¶ All income for 2019 (Social Security, pensions, interest, farm in-
come, etc.) 

¶ Property Tax Statements (Homeowners only) 

¶ Proof of heat cost for 2019 (Consumers customers bring December 
2019 bill. Fuel/Propane customers bring heat expenses dating be-
tween 11/01/2018 through 10/31/2019) 

¶ Medical Supplemental Health Insurance Premiums 

¶ Automobile Insurance (Only the Personal Injury Protection amount 
is a deduction) 

¶ Rent Payments: Rent paid to a landlord, or lot rent paid to a mobile 
home park. Rent verification is not needed if you live in a subsi-
dized housing complex 

2019 TAX CREDIT APPOINTMENT DATES 

Senior Center 
1329 Michigan Ave., St. Louis 
Tuesday, January 28th  
9:00 a.m. ð 3:00 p.m. 

Commission on Aging 
515 S. Pine River, Ithaca 
Wednesday, January 29th 
9:00 a.m. ð 3:00 p.m. 

Heather Court 
400 E. Warwick Dr., Alma 
Tuesday, February 4th 
10:00 a.m. ð 11:30 a.m. 

Pine Villa 
425 E. Warwick Dr., Alma 
Tuesday, February 4th 
1:00 p.m. ð 3:00 p.m. 

St. Louis Housing 
308 S. Delaware St., St. Louis 
Wednesday, February 5th  
10:00 a.m. ð 11:30 a.m. 

Greenland Place 
129 Michigan Ave., St. Louis 
Wednesday, February 5th 
1:00 p.m. ð 2:30 p.m. 

Breckenridge Food With Friends 
122 E. Saginaw St., Breckenridge 
Thursday, February 6th 
10:00 a.m. ð 11:30 a.m. 

Pinestead Apartments 
224 Pine St., Breckenridge 
Thursday, February 6th  
1:00 p.m. ð 3:00 p.m. 

Fulton Food With Friends 
3425 W. Cleveland (M-57), Fulton 
Wednesday, February 12th 
10:00 a.m. ð 11:00 a.m. 

Sumner Food With Friends 
10820 Pine St., Sumner 
Wednesday, February 12th 
12:30 p.m. ð 1:30 p.m. 

Tartan Terrace Apartments 
400 E. Warwick, Alma 
Thursday, February 13th 
9:30 a.m. ð 11:00 a.m. 

Scottish Pines Apartments 
1575 Pine Ave., Alma 
Thursday, February 13th 
1:00 p.m. ð 2:30 p.m. 

Senior Center 
1329 Michigan Ave., St. Louis 
Tuesday, February 18th 
9:00 a.m. ð 3:00 p.m. 

Commission on Aging 
515 S. Pine River, Ithaca 
Wednesday, February 19th  
9:00 a.m. ð 3:00 p.m. 

Park Colony 
935 E. Arcada, Ithaca 
Tuesday, February 11th 
1:00 p.m. ð 2:30 p.m. 

**Donations are encouraged to help 
Commission on Aging pay for postage to 
mail Tax Credit forms to Lansing** 

Snow Removal Service 
 

   Winter is here and along with the cold weath-
er comes snow. The Commission on Agingôs 
Home Chore department is ready to assist the 
seniors of Gratiot County with shoveling the 
snow. 
 
   Dan and the crew use walk behind snowblow-
ers and shovels to clean your sidewalks, drive-
ways and porches. Unfortunately, they are not 
able to clean long driveways. 
 
   All you need to do to take advantage of this 
service is call the COA office, 989-875-5246, 
on the day you need the snow cleared. Your 
name will be added to the list for that day. You 
do need to call each time you need the snow 
removed as snowfall amounts can differ across 
the county. There is 
no charge for this 
service, however 
donations are ac-
cepted and will help 
cover the costs of 
the program to keep 
it running. Every 
effort is made to 
complete the re-
quests daily, so 
donôt forget to call. 
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RIGHT PLACE AT THE 
RIGHT TIME 

 
Mission Statement: The Gratiot County Com-
mission on Aging coordinates programs and 
provides services that protect and safeguard 
the independence, well-being, and dignity of 
citizens of Gratiot County who are 60 years of 
age or older. 
 
   Volunteerism is one of the most selfless acts 
you  can   become  involved  in. Non-profit 
organizations rely on the donation of self from 
their volunteers to achieve the non-profitôs 
mission statement. It is no different for us at 
Gratiot County Commission on Aging. 
   Iôd like to turn a spotlight on four urgent 
volunteer needs in hopes that you might like to 
learn more about these volunteer opportunities 
that will make a true difference to your neigh-
bors and friends in Gratiot County. 
 
Home Delivered Meal volunteers are needed 
for the Alma, Ithaca and St. Louis areas. 
Minivan Transportation Drivers are needed 
to drive seniors to medical appointments in 
Gratiot County. 
Home Delivered Meal Packing volunteers 
are needed to pack the meals that go to home-
bound seniors. 
Substitute Site Managers are needed at the 
Alma/St. Louis Food with Friends site in St. 
Louis. A volunteer will be teamed with anoth-
er trained volunteer to form a team. 
 
   What  is a  volunteer?  A  volunteer is an 
individual who feels called to make the world 
better. Letôs talk about how you might like to 
do just that for seniors in Gratiot County. 
Thank you. 

 Volunteer Corner  
      ~Articles by Sue Koch, Coordinator of Volunteers 
            989-875-5346 

MEET THE VOLUNTEER 

Marlene McGuirk 
 

   My earliest remembrance of volunteering 
was in high school working in the Guidance 
Counselorôs office. I filed, set up student 
schedules and appointments for the students. 
Another time was wrapping Christmas packag-
es at the mall. I met so many interesting peo-
ple. 
 
   Throughout the years I have felt compelled 
to volunteer when time permitted from my 
work schedule. One of these times was volun-
teering at (a very large) church bookstore/gift 
shop every other Sunday evening. It meant 
interacting with people I didnôt know, asking 
questions and running the cash register as well 
as counting the till. 
 
   In the fall, years ago I asked to head up a 
Christmas card shower for our missionaries. It 
was a success and so meaningful. One of the 
missionaries saw me a few years later and 
couldnôt tell me enough how much the cards 
meant to their four children and how it had 
impacted them. 
 
   My husband, Dan, and I have wanted to be 
involved with ñMeals on Wheelsò for several 
years. We finally began late last year when we 
became   volunteers   for   Commission  on 
Agingôs Home Delivered Meal program. We 
deliver home delivered meals from the Alma/
St. Louis Area Food with Friends site at the 
Gratiot Community Senior Center in St. Louis. 
 
   The seniors in our community are so worth 
it. They deserve to be served! Most of them 
are so appreciative of this service and wel-
come  us  warmly.  We believe we not only 
deliver a meal but also a blessing and a smile. A WARM THANK YOU 

TO THE MITTEN MAKERS AND 
HATS GALORE TEAM 

  
   Our team of knitters and crocheters have 
accomplished a great deal during 2019. Hats, 
mittens, scarves and headbands have been 
distributed to Gratiot County children, 
adults, and persons experiencing hair loss 
due to medical treatments. 
  
   The final count is in: 

 
Hats - 2,297 
Mittens - 255 
Headbands -171 
Scarves ï 106 

  
A sincere thank you to 
each and all! 

MidMichigan 
Industries  
received a 
donation of 
hats for their 
clients. As 
you can see, 
the staff was 
very happy 
with the hats! 

 

   New Yearôs resolutions will become a 
topic for self-reflection as we move through 
January.   Most  often,  New  Yearôs  reso-
lutions focus on an outcome of physical, 
mental or spiritual self-improvement. To 
jump  start  and  sustain  well-being,  we 
encourage you to seek out volunteer oppor-
tunities  in   Gratiot  County.  Non-profit 
organizations are a great place to begin. 
 

   The Mayo Clinic offers support for 
achieving positive self-improvement out-
comes through volunteer activities. 
 

Six Health Benefits of Volunteering 
 

   Volunteers make an immeasurable differ-
ence in the lives of others. Oftentimes, they 
perform with the core intention of helping 
others. But did you know that volunteering 
can benefit your own health as well? From 
lowering stress to boosting self-confidence, 
research has shown that volunteering offers 
many health benefits, especially for older 
adults, such as: 
1. Volunteering  decreases  the  risk  of 
depression. Research has shown that 
volunteering leads to lower rates of de-
pression, especially for individuals 65 
and older. Volunteering increases social 
interaction and helps build a support 
system based on common interest, both 
of which has been shown to decrease 
depression. 

2. Volunteering gives a sense of purpose 
and teaches valuable skills. Volunteers 
perform critical roles in assisting others. 
The  work  that volunteers provide is 
essential to everyday processes, which 
gives volunteers a sense of purpose. 

3. Volunteering helps people stay physi-
cally  and mentally active. Volunteer 
activities get you moving and thinking 
at the same time. One study found that 
volunteering among adults age 60 and 
over provided benefits to physical and 
mental health. Another study found that, 
in  general, volunteers report better 
physical health than do non-volunteers. 
Older volunteers  experience greater 
increases in life satisfaction and greater 
positive changes in their perceived 
health as a result of volunteering. 

4. Volunteering may reduce stress levels. 
Volunteering may enhance a personôs 
social networks  to  buffer stress and 
reduce risk of disease. By savoring time 
spent in service to others, volunteers 
feel a sense of meaning and apprecia-
tion, both given and received, which can 
have a stress-reducing effect. 

5. Volunteering may help you live longer. 
An analysis of data from the Longitudi-
nal Study of Aging found that individu-
als who volunteer have lower mortality 
rates than those who do not. 

6. Volunteering helps you meet others and 
develop new relationships. One of the 
best ways to make new friends and 
strengthen existing relationships is to 
participate in a shared activity together. 
Volunteering is a great way to meet new 
people who share common interests 
with you. Dedicating your time as a vol-
unteer also helps you expand your net-
work  and  practice social skills with 
others. 

SEEKING VOLUNTEERS 
 

Assist with Homestead Property 
Tax and Home Heating 

Credit Forms 
 

   Gratiot  County  senior  citizens  schedule 
appointments during late January through 
February  with  Commission  on Aging for 
assistance in completing their Home Heating 
and/or  Property   Tax  Credit  forms.  The 
program uses trained staff and volunteers to 
complete the necessary paperwork. 
 
   Volunteer training for this important work is 
provided by Sarah McClung, program coordi-
nator. A prospective volunteer enjoys atten-
tion to detail, possesses basic math skills and 
is familiar with basic calculator functions. 
Volunteer training will take place at Commis-
sion on Aging in Ithaca January 15th, at 1:30 
p.m. Paper forms and writing tools are provid-
ed. We do not use computers. If you have a 
favorite simple calculator, please bring it with 
you. 
 
   For more information about this im-
portant volunteer position or to register for 
the volunteer training session on January 
15th at 1:30 p.m., please contact Sue Koch, 
989-875-5346. 
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To date, 
J&J Party Store  

has donated $7,925.93 to 
the HDM program at the 
Commission on Aging! 

COUPON 
SENIOR GRATIOT, INC. 
515 S. PINE RIVER ST. 
ITHACA, MI  48847 

 
SUGGESTED YEARLY  

DONATION 
 
 ____ $10.00 
 
 ____ $15.00 
 
 ____ $20.00 
 
 ____ $25.00 
 
 ____ Other   ________ 

 
 
NAME  
 
 ___________________________________________ 
 

 
ADDRESS   
 
___________________________________________ 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
 

 

 ____ IN MEMORY OF: 
 

 ____ IN HONOR OF: 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
 

___________________________________________ 

LAKESHORE LEGAL AID 
OFFERS FREE LEGAL  
ADVICE TO SENIORS 60 

AND OVER.   
 

CALL TOLL FREE 
1.888.783.8190 TO 
SCHEDULE AN  
APPOINTMENT AT  

COMMISSION ON AGING 
IN ITHACA 

GAIN: Companions 
 

A GAIN program partially funded by a grant 
from Gratiot County Community Foundation 

 

Pet Adoption, Retention & Support 
 

The Purpose: 
1. To support a lifelong human/animal 
bond. 

2. To help lower-income senior citizens and 
individuals with special needs by provid-
ing financial support for the extras a pet 
requires. This may include rental depos-
its, vetting, spaying and neutering, food, 
or emergency care. 

3. To help with adoption of a new pet and/
or with retention of a current pet.  

 

   Although GAIN canôt do everything for 
everyone, GAIN can provide some help and 
refer someone to other resources. 
 

   Older adults and owners with special needs 
have time to provide love and pets provide 
companionship, decreasing loneliness.  Phys-
ically,  pet  owners  get more exercise, have 
less stress, and lower blood pressure. 

VOLUNTEER ACTIVITY 
January 2020 

Sue Koch, 989-875-5346 
 

Please join us to see what we are about. 
Walk-Ins welcome. 

 
Recycled Greeting Cards Team  
Commission on Aging in Ithaca 
January 6th 9:00 a.m. - Noon 
January 13th 9:00 a.m. - Noon 
January 20th Office Closed 
January 27th 9:00 a.m. - Noon 

 
Mitten Makers/Hats Galore Knit-In 
January 18th 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

 
Senior Gratiot Newspaper Prep Team 
Commission on Aging in Ithaca 
January 30th 9:00 a.m. ï 11:30 a.m. 

Charcoal Painting 
with Alyssa 

Tues., Jan. 28, 12:30 p.m. 
 

Gratiot Community Senior Center 
1329 Michigan Ave., St. Louis 

 
Join us while we learn to make this 
wonderful horse. There is no charge 
for this class as funding was provided 

by a special grant. 
Call 989-681-4341 to reserve 

your spot! 

Social Security Announces 
Increase for 2020 

 
   Monthly Social Security and Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) benefits for more than 
69 million Americans will increase 1.6 per-
cent (1.6%) in 2020. 
   The 1.6 percent cost-of-living adjustment 
(COLA) will begin with benefits payable to 
more than 63 million Social Security benefi-
ciaries in January 2020. Increased payments 
to more than 8 million SSI beneficiaries will 
begin  on  December 31, 2019. The Social 
Security Act  ties  the annual COLA to the 
increase  in the  Consumer  Price  Index as 
determined  by the Department of Laborôs 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
   Information about Medicare changes for 
2020, when announced, will be available at 
www.Medicare.gov.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Information from www.ssa.gov  

Reminder: 

 
If you travel elsewhere 
for the winter, please 
call the office, 989-875-
5246, to either cancel 
your Senior Gratiot sub-
scription for the winter 
or update your address. 

A Big Thank You to J&J Party 
Store and customers for the 
most recent donation to COA! 

Jennie, J&J owner, with Jen Cook, 
COA Director 


