Gratiot County Drug Testing Protocol

1. Collection begins without delay after the defendant arrives at the collection site. We will not wait because the defendant is not ready or states he or she is unable to urinate. In most cases, defendants who state they cannot provide a specimen will, in fact, provide sufficient quantity to complete the testing process. (If an alcohol breath test is also scheduled, the alcohol test should be conducted first, if practicable.)

2. The collector ensures that the required information is provided at the top of the paperwork (the laboratory name and address and a pre-printed specimen ID number which matches the ID number on the specimen bottle seals). 

3. The collector asks the defendant to remove any unnecessary outer clothing (e.g., coat, jacket, hat, etc.) and to leave any briefcase, purse, or other personal belongings he or she is carrying with the outer clothing. The defendant may retain his or her wallet. 

4. The collector directs the defendant to raise their shirt slightly above the waist band to ensure there are no urination devices attached at the waistband.  A defendant will be directed to empty his or her pockets and display the items to ensure that no items are present that could be used to adulterate the specimen. If nothing is there that can be used to adulterate a specimen, the defendant places the items back into the pockets and the collection procedure continues. If the defendant refuses to empty his or her pockets, this is considered a refusal to cooperate in the testing process.

5. The collector instructs the defendant to wash and dry his or her hands, under the collector's observation, and informs the defendant not to wash his or her hands again until after the employee provides the specimen to the collector. The defendant must not be allowed any further access to water or other materials that could be used to put into the specimen.

6. The collector gives the defendant the collection cup and then the defendant unwraps or breaks the seal of the kit or collection container.

7.  The collector, if the same gender as the defendant, or the same gender observer enters the restroom or facility where urination occurs with the defendant. If it is a multi-stall restroom, the collector/observer must enter the stall with the defendant. The collector/observer must watch the defendant urinate into the collection container. Specifically, the collector/observer must personally and directly watch the urine go from the defendant’s body into the collection container (use of mirrors or video cameras is not permitted).

8. After the defendant has completed urinating into the collection container, the defendant and observer leave the enclosed toilet stall/restroom and the defendant hands the collection container directly to the collector. The observer must maintain visual contact of the collection container until the defendant hands the container to the collector. If the observer is the collector, the collector may receive the collection container from the employee while they are both in the enclosed toilet stall/restroom.

9. If the defendant declines to allow a directly observed collection the collector discards any specimen the defendant provided previously and notifies the probation officer as soon as possible. This is considered a refusal to test.

10. If the collector learns that a directly observed collection should have taken place, but was not, the collector must inform the defendant that the defendant must be directed to return for an immediate recollection under direct observation.

The seal must be centered over the lid/cap and down the sides of the bottle to ensure that the lid/cap cannot be removed without destroying the seal. The collector, not the defendant, writes the date on the seals. The defendant is then requested to initial the seals. The defendant must be present to observe the sealing of the specimen bottles. If the defendant fails or refuses to initial the seals, the collector must note this in the "Remarks" line of the paperwork and complete the collection process and may be considered a refusal to test.
Note: The collector will instruct the defendant to initial the labels/seals while they are still attached to the paperwork.
Note: Since the specimen bottle is now sealed with tamper-evident tape and does not have to be under the defendant’s direct observation, the defendant is allowed to wash his or her hands if he or she desires to do so.

11. The collector directs the defendant to read, sign, and date the certification statement.

12. The collector completes the collector’s portion of the chain of custody on the paperwork by printing his or her name (the name may be pre-printed), recording the date and time of the collection, signing where indicated.

SHY BLADDER PROCEDURES
The term "shy bladder" refers to a situation when the defendant does not provide a sufficient amount of urine for a required drug test. If a defendant tells the collector, upon arrival at the collection site, that he or she cannot provide a specimen, the collector must still begin the collection procedure regardless of the reason given. The collector should tell the defendant that most individuals can provide 45 mL of urine, even when they think they cannot urinate, and direct the defendant to make the attempt to provide the specimen.

At the point in the collection procedure where the collector and defendant unwrap/open a collection container, the collector does the following:

1. The collector requests the defendant to go into the rest room and try to provide a specimen.

Note: The defendant demonstrates his or her inability to provide a valid specimen when the defendant is unable to provide a sufficient quantity of urine in front of collector.

2. If the defendant provided an initial insufficient specimen, the collector discards the insufficient specimen. The collector then annotates in the "Remarks" line the time when the defendant provided the insufficient specimen. This is the time when the "shy bladder" collection process starts.

Note: If there was actually no specimen provided on an attempt, the same collection container may be used for the next attempt (the defendant may keep possession of the container during the waiting period). The collector uses the same paperwork and continues to document subsequent collections on the same form.

3. The collector explains to the defendant the process for a shy bladder collection and urges the defendant to drink and is given thirty minutes to provide a sample and if they are unable to provide the sample it is considered a refusal to test. Under no circumstances can a collector "combine" urine collected from separate voids to create one specimen of sufficient volume.

4. If the defendant refuses to make the attempt to provide a new urine specimen or leaves the collection site before the collection process is completed, the collector must discontinue the collection, note the fact on the "Remarks" line of the paperwork, and immediately notify the probation officer. This is a refusal to test.

5. If the defendant has not provided a sufficient specimen within 30 minutes of the first unsuccessful attempt to provide the specimen, the collector must discontinue the collection, note the fact on the "Remarks" line of the paperwork, and immediately notify the probation officer.
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